
Fourth testimony: original language  

Hello I appreciate this outreach to survivors of clergy sexual abuse and I am happy to participate in 

this project.  

What has wounded me the most? As I reflect on that question I think back to the total… to the full 

realization of the total loss of the innocence of my youth and how that has affected me today. 

There’s still pain in my family relationships. There’s still pain with my siblings. I still carry pain. My 

parents still carry pain at the dysfunction, the betrayal, the manipulation that this bad man, who was 

our Catholic priest at the time, wrought upon my family and myself.  

So that’s what has wounded me the most and what I carry with me today.  

I am doing well now because I have found hope and healing by telling my story, by sharing my story 

with my family, my wife and my children – my extended family – my friends, and because I can do 

that, I feel more comfortable with myself and how I can be myself.  

And finally what I want to tell the bishops - I think that’s an excellent question: I would ask the 

bishops for leadership. Leadership and vision and courage.  

That’s what I respond to, that’s what I hope to see. I have a personal experience of leadership, and 

how it has affected me personally. One of my finest memories of Francis Cardinal George is when he 

spoke about the difficulties of fellow priests who have abused, and I considered those words, coming 

from a man in his position, even though they must be really hard for him to say, they were the right 

and proper thing to say. I thought that was leadership at the time, and I think it’s leadership now. 

And I thought if he could put himself out there, and lead by example, then I could put myself out 

there and I think other survivors and other Catholics and faithful people can put themselves out 

there, to work for resolution, and work for healing, and work for a better Church.  

So we respond to leadership, we look to our bishops for leadership, I would ask the bishops to show 

leadership. Thank you. 


